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POLITICS IN THE '80's
A SPEECH BY
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
DECEMBER 10, 1979
TODAY, I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO GAZE INTO MY CRYSTAL BALL
AND TALK WITH YOU ABOUT THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME IN AMERICAN
POLITICS IN THE 1980 ELECTIONS -- AND IN THE DECADE BEYOND.
THE BUSINESS OF GAZING INTO POLITICAL CRYSTAL BALLS CAN
BE EMBARASSING -- AS TOM DEWEY DRAMATICALLY DEMONSTRATED IN 1948.
ON THE TOPIC OF COMPLETELY WRONG-HEADED POLITICAL PREDICTIONS,
I AM, HOWEVER, REMINDED OF A WELL-KNOWN SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS --
DANIEL WEBSTER. THIS MONTH'S SATURDAY REVIEW QUOTES SENATOR WEBSTER
IN A SPEECH WHICH HE MADE ON THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE IN THE
YEAR 1848.
THE SENATOR SAID, "I HAVE NEVER HEARD OF ANYTHING, AND I
CANNOT CONCEIVE OF ANYTHING MORE RIDICULOUS; MORE ABSURD, AND
MORE AFFRONTIVE TO ALL SOBER JUDGMENT THAN THE CRY THAT WE
ARE PROFITING BY THE ACQUISITION OF ... CALIFORNIA. I HOLD THAT
IT IS NOT WORTH A DOLLAR."
NOTWITHSTANDING.GOVERNOR REAGAN, OR GOVERNOR BROWN, I SUSPECT
THAT WE CAN AGREE THAT THE SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS DID NOT TRY
TO COMPREHEND CALIFORNIA OR THE WEST.
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ALTHOUGH WEBSTER WAS A MAN WHO DEEPLY BELIEVED IN THIS
NATION, MANY TIMES IN HIS CAREER WEBSTER WAS CONSTRAINED TO VOTE
FOR THE MORE PAROCHIAL INTERESTS OF HIS STATE AND HIS REGION.
DURING THE 1840'S AND ThE 1850'S, HOWEVER, WEBSTER AND HIS
FELLOW SENATORS MANAGED TO WORK OUT A SERIES OF STRATEGIC
COMPROMISES THAT BALANCED THE NATIONAL INTEREST AGAINST THE
INTERESTS OF INDIVIDUAL GROUPS, STATES AND REGIONS. THESE
COMPROMISES GAVE THE UNITED STATES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPAND
AND DEVELOP AS A NATION.
EVENTUALLY, THE ISSUES THAT SEPARATED GROUPS, STATES AND
REGIONS EVOLVED IN SUCH A WAY THAT REASONABLE COMPROMISE
BECAME IMPOSSIBLE. THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR RESPONSIBLE
POLITICIANS TO OPERATE, AND THE NATION WAS TORN APART BY
CIVIL WAR.
OBVIOUSLY, I1AM NOT SUGGESTING THAT NEXT YEAR'S ELECTIONS
OR THE DECADE TO FOLLOW ARE GOING TO LEAD TO A SPLINTERING OF
THE NATION.
WHAT DOES CONCERN ME IS THIS:. THE ISSUES AND THE POLITICS
OF THE 1970'-S RESULTED IN THE DISILLUSIONMENT OF TOO MANY
AMERICAN. VOTERS. MANY OF THESE VOTERS HAVE SINCE "DROPPED OUT"
OF ELECTORAL POLITICS ALTOGETHER., MANY OTHERS HAVE BECOME
TOTALLY IMMERSED IN SINGLE-ISSUE POLITICS, AND CEASED PARTICIPATING
IN "TRADITIONAL" PARTY POLITICS.
I PERSONALLY BELIEVE THAT THE 1980'S WILL SEE A SUBSTANTIAL
NUMBER OF VOTERS MOVE AWAY FROM SINGLE-ISSUE POLITICS, AS
THEY COME TO REALIZE THAT THE PROBLEMS CONFRONTING US TRANSCEND A
"NARROW FOCUS" APPROACH.
THE DECLINE OF PARTY INFLUENCE AND THE RISE OF SINGLE-ISSUE
VOTING IN THE 1970'S WERE A DIRECT RESULT OF THE ISSUES OF
THE SEVENTIES -- VIETNAM, WATERGATE, AND LATER, THE DISRUPTION OF
THE OIL COMING FROM THE MIDDLE EAST.
EACH OF THESE ISSUES DIVIDED THE AMERICAN ELECTORATE,
DISILLUSIONED THE VOTERS, BROUGHT ABOUT A DISTRUST OF ELECTED
LEADERSHIP, AND INCREASED PUBLIC DISMAY OVER UNCONTROLLABLE
EVENTS IN A WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN,
AT FIRST BLUSH, THE ISSUES OF THE 1980'S -- ENERGY AND
INFLATION -- DO NOT SEEM AS NECESSARILY DIVISIVE AS WATERGATE
AND VIETNAM.
IN THE SEVENTIES, YOU WERE EITHER FOR THE WAR OR AGAINST
THE WAR. YOU EITHER LOVED RICHARD NIXON AND WHATYOU THOUGHT
HE STOOD FOR, OR YOU HATED RICHARD NIXON AND WHAT YOU THOUGHT
HE STOOD FOR. THERE WAS NO MIDDLE GROUND FOR ANYONE TO STAND ON,
IN SUCH A CLIMATE OF MISTRUST, VOTERS NATURALLY TURNED
INWARD AND STARTED TO PROTECT THEIR OWN PERSONAL "TURF" AT ALL
COSTS. THE "ME" DECADE WAS IN FULL BLOOM.
A FELLOW SENATOR HAS SUGGESTED TO ME THAT IN THIS
CLIMATE, THE SURE. WAY TO BE RE-ELECTED IS TO VOTE "NO" ON
EVERY IMPORTANT ISSUE. THAT WAY, YOU OFFEND FEWER VOTERS --
AND GET A LARGER VICTORY MARGIN IN THE FALL.
HOPEFULLY, THE ISSUES OF THE EIGHTIES WILL ALMOST FORCE
AMERICANS TO RE-EVALUATE THE POLITICS OF THE SEVENTIES AND
COME TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE COMMON, NOT PERSONAL GOALS.
WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE ELECTORATE, POLITICIANS IN THE
1980'S MAY BE ABLE TO MOVE AWAY FROM THE NARROW VIEW; MAYBE THE
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS COUNTRY MAY STOP OFFERING A
',QUICK FIX" TO EVERY SMALL, BUT VOCAL GROUP THAT SPRINGS UP
TO DEMAND ATTENTION.
JOHN CULVER REFUSES TO BOW TO SINGLE-ISSUE PRESSURE GROUPS --
AND HE VERY MAY WELL BE RE-ELECTED NONETHELESS. SENATOR CULVER
POINTED OUT LAST YEAR THAT:
"PEOPLE ARE INCREASINGLY SAYING 'I DIDN'T
ELECT YOU TO OFFER YOUR JUDGMENT. I ELECTED YOU TO
REFLECT AND MIRROR ANYTHING I WANT., ANY TIME OF DAY,
ANY HOUR,' ,,,OF COURSE, ONCE YOU ACCEPT THAT PREMISE
AND UNFORTUNATELY THERE ARE TOO MANY PUBLIC OFFICIALS
WHO WILL -- THEN IT'S CLEAR THAT IT DOESN'T MATTER
WHO YOU ELECT TO DO THE JOB... IT DOESN'T MATTER ONE
BIT. ONE SHOULD HAVE SETTLED PRINGIPLES AND
CONVICTIONS. OTHERWISE, YOU'RE ON A SLIPPERY SLOPE
AND THERE.IS NO END TO IT."
AS WE PREPARE TO ENTER THE EIGHTIES, THERE'S A GOOD CHANCE
THAT THE COUNTRY WILL RALLY TOGETHER TO SOLVE THE ISSUES THAT
CONFRONT US, THE KEY IS POLITICAL LEADERSHIP: WHETHER THE
VOTERS WANT LEADERSHIP, AND WHETHER THE POLITICIANS ARE WILLING,
OR ABLE, TO PROVIDE IT,
LAST MONTH, MAJORITY LEADER BYRD ASKED ME TO SERVE ON THE
PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION FOR A NATIONAL AGENDA FOR THE EIGHTIES.
OBVIOUSLY, IT WAS AN OFFER I COULD HARDLY REFUSE.
IN THE COMING MONTHS THE COMMISSION WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY
TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN OUR SOCIETY THAT WILL SHAPE
PUBLIC CHOICES IN THE EIGHTIES. WE WILL ALSO IDENTIFY
OPPORTUNITIES TO ENHANCE SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ECONOMIC WELL-BEING
FOR ALL OUR PEOPLE.
TO THAT END, WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO EXAMINE THE CHANGING
STRUCTURE OF THE U.S. ECONOMY, THE PERSISTENCE- OF INFLATIONARY
FORCES IN OUR SOCIETY, AND THE DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS WITHIN OUR
POPULATION.
FROM THESE ISSUES -- AND OTHERS WHICH WILL-ARISE -- THE
POLITICS OF THE EIGHTIES WILL GRADUALLY EMERGE.
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IN THE PAST, OUR COUNTRY HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH OUTSTANDING
LEADERS IN DIFFICULT TIMES -- MEN LIKE DANIEL WEBSTER, WHO
CONVINCED VOTERS THAT THEIR COMMON INTERESTS BOUND THEM MORE
THAN THEIR INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS SEPARATED THEM.
OUR LAST GENERATION OF LEADERS -- LYNDON JOHNSON,
HUBERT HUMPHREY, AND EVEN MIKE MANSFIELD -- CANE INTO
ADULTHOOD DURING THE DEPRESSION. IN THAT POLITICAL CLIMATE,
CONFRONTED BY ISSUES OF ULTIMATE SURVIVAL, THESE MEN EASILY
ADAPTED CONSENSUS POLITICS AIMED AT ADVANCING THE COMMON
GOOD OF THE NATION AS A-WHOLE,
THE LEADERS OF THE 1980'S, HOWEVER, BECAME ADULTS IN THE
TURBULENT SIXTIES AND BECAME BITTER AND DISILLUSIONED WITH THEIR
GOVERNMENTS AND MANY OTHER TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS, AS A RESULT,
MANY OF THEM FELL EASILY INTO THE POLITICS OF THE SEVENTIES,
AND FAILED MANY OF THE NEGATIVE RAMIFICATIONS OF SINGLE-ISSUE
POLITICS AND THE DECLINE OF PARTY INFLUENCE.
THE ELECTION OF 1980 AND THE DECADE THAT FOLLOWS WILL
DEMONSTRATE WHETHER WE HAVE LEARNED OUR LESSON,.AND WHETHER
WE WILL ADDRESS THE ISSUES OF THE EIGHTIES TOGETHER AS A NATION
OR ALONE.
